Graduate Students’ Association

GSA Newsletter - June 2025

By-Election for GSA President: Vote Now!

Voting is now open for the GSA by-election to choose our new GSA President! Before you
cast your vote, learn more about the candidates here.

We encourage all graduate students to participate and vote via the elections channel in
PAWS — this is your opportunity to choose your student leaders! Please note that as per
our bylaws, a minimum participation level is required to ratify our results, so please do
your part to keep our organization staffed.

Celebrating Pride

June is Pride Month, and we celebrate to acknowledge the the 2SLGBTQQIA+ community's
history, ongoing struggles for equality, and the importance of diversity and acceptance.
We strive to make GSA a place of support and inclusion for people of all identities,
year-round.



https://gsa.usask.ca/Governance/2025-gsa-election.php?utm_source=paws&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=gsa-student-newsletter-may-2024

GSA Council Meeting: June 18, 2025

The first GSA Council meeting for the 2025/2026 academic year is scheduled for
Wednesday, June 18, 2025 at 5:00 pm via Zoom. Nominated council members are required
to attend every GSA Council meeting unless they have a pre-authorized leave of absence,
but regular members are welcome to attend any meeting. For more details, including the
meeting agenda and virtual meeting link, please visit our website.

Call for 2025 Spring/Summer Term Need-Based Bursary Now
Open

In collaboration with CGPS, GSA awards $110,000 in bursary funds to students in need
each academic year. The Spring/Summer call for the GSA-CGPS Term Need-Based Bursary
opened June 4, 2025. Please review the application requirements and submit your
application before the deadline (June 25, 2025, 8:00 AM). Successful applicants will be
notified by EOD July 14, 2025. To apply, please visit the GSA website and follow the
application instructions.

Employment and Volunteer Opportunities at GSA

The GSA is seeking dedicated and organized Office Coordinators to support our day-to-day
operations and events. See the posting for full details and how to apply.

The GSA is currently hiring a Vice Chair. This is a volunteer position. Those who are
interested are encouraged to check the details about the role and how to apply here.

The GSA is also seeking volunteers to assist with office duties and with events including
Orientation, Holiday Hangout, the Awards Gala, and more exciting opportunities.
Graduate students can send their expression of interest to GSA President
(gsa.pres@usask.ca) to include their name in the GSA volunteer database.

Bus Pass for Spring and Summer Terms

GSA’s current agreement with Sask Transit does not include a UPass for the
Spring/Summer terms. The GSA Executives and Staff will continue discussions this year
with Saskatoon Transit on the possibility of adding a Spring/Summer term option, and
revising opt-out criteria.


https://gsa.usask.ca/Governance/council/meeting-minutes.php?utm_source=paws&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=gsa-student-newsletter-may-2024
https://gsa.usask.ca/services/bursaries/bursaries.php?utm_source=paws&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=gsa-student-newsletter-may-2024
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fusask.csod.com%2Fux%2Fats%2Fcareersite%2F14%2Fhome%2Frequisition%2F13719%3Fc%3Dusask%26sq%3Dreq13719%26_gl%3D1*76u8cq*_ga*OTgzNzcyMjA0LjE3MTg4MDA2NzM.*_ga_7P8QY8C9QK*MTcxODgwMDY3My4xLjAuMTcxODgwMDY3My42MC4wLjA.&data=05%7C02%7Cygx932%40mail.usask.ca%7C9c57014b5a2b4ea4bc4308dda3ab8563%7C24ab6cd0487e47229bc3da9c4232776c%7C0%7C0%7C638846679282776362%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=puPHUpTvh10lwnPhKbEljp4VEGOkEh6QB5Gm3rsPvCM%3D&reserved=0
https://gsa.usask.ca/services/job-opportunities/job-postings.php?utm_source=paws&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=gsa-student-newsletter-may-2024

However, Sask Transit does offer a discounted student rate for post-secondary students, as
well as a reduced monthly rate depending on income, that some graduate students may
qualify for.

Please note that these passes must be purchased directly from Sask Transit, not through
GSA. You can find more information about reduced rate passes here:

https://transit.saskatoon.ca/fares-passes/fares-passes/student

https://transit.saskatoon.ca/fares-passes/low-income-bus-pass-programs

New-to-Canada GSA members may also seek assistance from the Open Door Society and
Global Gathering Place.

Wildfires in Northern Saskatchewan

Our hearts break for the many communities in Northern Saskatchewan that have been
affected by the ongoing wildfires. Natural disasters are deeply distressing, and we
encourage graduate students to take care of their mental health during these difficult
times. "Empower Me" is a mental health service available 24/7 and is free for students
enrolled in the GSA Health and Dental Plan.

Message from the 2024/2025 Executive Team and GSA Staff

The newly elected Executive Team of the Graduate Students’ Association (GSA) extends
our sincere gratitude to the outgoing executives and council members for their
outstanding leadership over the past year. The incoming executives are honoured to step
into these roles and look forward to serving our graduate student community.

Currently, three executive positions are filled:

e Vice President Finance and Operations — Lindsay Gray Carlson
e Vice President Student and Academic Affairs — Mandela Alema
e Vice President External Affairs — Biraj Saha Aronya

To ensure continuity and stable leadership, Council approved the appointment of
2024-2025 GSA President David Ohene-Amoako as Acting President until the by-election is
completed.


https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftransit.saskatoon.ca%2Ffares-passes%2Ffares-passes%2Fstudent&data=05%7C02%7Cygx932%40mail.usask.ca%7C9c57014b5a2b4ea4bc4308dda3ab8563%7C24ab6cd0487e47229bc3da9c4232776c%7C0%7C0%7C638846679282792090%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ESnDNMNCvBaJHICwsnlKscK3IYJ%2FQITpnWnH4LChMps%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftransit.saskatoon.ca%2Ffares-passes%2Flow-income-bus-pass-programs&data=05%7C02%7Cygx932%40mail.usask.ca%7C9c57014b5a2b4ea4bc4308dda3ab8563%7C24ab6cd0487e47229bc3da9c4232776c%7C0%7C0%7C638846679282801177%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xBknPGtj%2F0yQ1%2FkxS68skNYCuPRcA8GMP7vTXJ2kbuE%3D&reserved=0
https://gsa.usask.ca/services/empower-me.php?utm_source=paws&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=gsa-student-newsletter-may-2024

Together, we look forward to a productive and inclusive year, advocating for and
supporting the graduate student community.

Upcoming Events

June 13th Glitter and Glam: A Prom of Possibilities - A Night of Self-Expression, Queer
History, an lebration F rin ri f Dr Identi nd Pri Louis’ Lof

June 18th - GSA Council Meeting

June 22th - Saskatoon Pride Parade and Festival

August 27th SURE Symposium - Call for Graduate Student Judges - SURE: Student
Undergraduate Research Experience

August 29th NEMESS - Conference on Nano/Micro Engineering, Molecular, and

Environmentally Sustainable Systems (NEMESS 2025)

GSA Commons Summer Hours

Starting in June, the GSA Commons hours will be 9:00 am - 5:00 pm Monday - Thursday,

except when closed for special events. If you have questions/concerns, please contact the

Operations Manager or any of the GSA Executives via email:

Brenna Maxwell (gsa.admn@usask.ca)
Lindsay Gray Carlson (gsa.fin@usask.ca)
Mandela Alema (gsa.sa@usask.ca)

Biraj Saha Aronya (gsa.external@usask.ca)

Follow Us on Social Media

ﬂ Facebookm LinkedIn X(Twitter) (@) Instagram a Discord

This email is being sent by the GSA to all graduate students through the PAWS
Announcement System. It is not a message from or endorsed by the University of
Saskatchewan.
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